
 

FAQ – HS|Jr Team Boat Captain 
1) What is definition of “GBN HS|Jr Team Boat Captain”? 

a. Each participating team must have a Coach (Boat Captain). Boat 

Captains must be of the age that would place them outside of High 

School. 

2) Are Boat Captain’s required to sign a Participation and Waiver 

Agreement (PWA)? 

a. YES., All Boat Captains are required to sign a PWA online form only 1 

time per tournament season, executed at the first tournament 

registration. 

b. The e-signature of the Participation and Waiver Agreement form 

validates your participation, waiver and compliance with ALL sections 

contained within the Participation and Waiver Agreement Information 

and that you have read and understand the Tournament Rules. 

c. Required documents for all Boat Captains (also outlined in the Participation and 

Waiver Agreement (PWA) Information, specifically under Item 4: Insurance and 

Items 5: MISCELLANEOUS ( 1 - 4). 

(1) Valid and active GDNR Certificate of Boat Registration 

(2) WLI or complete Borrowed Boat: Permission to Use on-line 

form. 

(3) Boater Safety Education course. 

3) Is the Boat Captain required to show proof (upload proof of 

completion with PWA) of Boater Safety Education Course? 

a. Yes., GBN requires as of September 1, 2024:  

(1) ALL Boat Captains that operate a combustible engine 

powered vessel in a GBN HS/Jr tournament are REQUIRED to 

show completion of an approved National Association of State 

Boating Law Administrators (NSBLA) boater safety course. This 

show of completion is valid for a single tournament season. 

a. Boater Safety Education information can be found here: Georgia 

boating-education 

4) Is valid boat registration required? 

a. YES., IF Boat Captain is the owner of the boat, must have a valid and 

active “Certificate of Boat Registration.” Completion of the on-line 

form Participation and Waiver Agreement acknowledges the boat 

captain’s requirement for valid and active boat registration. 

b. The Boat Captain is REQUIRED to always have a copy of “Certificate of 

Boat Registration” on the boat during official practice period and 

competition.  

5) What if the Boat Captain is not the registered owner of the boat i.e., 

using a borrowed boat? 
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a. The Boat Captain is REQUIRED to complete the on-line form 

Borrowed Boat: Permission to Use.  

6) Is there a requirement for boat insurance - Watercraft Liability 

Insurance (WLI)? 

a. YES., Regardless of the Boat Captain being the owner of the boat OR is 

using a borrowed boat. 

b. REQUIRED to have Watercraft Liability Insurance (WLI) at a 

minimum of $300,000.00 or $100,000 WLI policy coverage with an 

existing one million dollar minimum “UMBRELLA” Liability Policy.  

c. Completion of the on-line form Participation and Waiver Agreement 

acknowledges the boat captain’s requirement for WLI. 

d. The Boat Captain is REQUIRED to always have a copy of WLI in the 

boat during official practice period and competition regardless of if 

he/she is owner of the boat OR using a borrowed boat.  

7) Are team(s) required to use the same boat captain for the complete 

tournament year? 

a. NO., if possible, the same boat captain is preferable. 

8) What are the requirements for changing boat captains if you have 

already completed the tournament registration process? 

b. Boat Captain – Change Form is REQUIRED and should be completed prior to the 

next tournament entry deadline.  

c. New boat captain is REQUIRED to sign a PWA (Participation and Waiver 

Agreement) online from which acknowledges the boat captain’s requirement for valid 

and active boat registration and WLI. 

9) What if I need to make a change to Boat Captain after the deadline date for the 

tournament entry? 

a. Immediately contact GBN Youth Director at GBN  

b. Boat Captain Change Form will be available at the tournament for emergencies 

ONLY. Digital ONLY. 

c. The new Boat Captain is still REQUIRED to: 

(1) Sign a PWA (Participation and Waiver Agreement) 

(2) If applicable must complete the on-line form Borrowed Boat: Permission to 

Use 

10) What is the Boat Captain allowed to do? 

a. All Boat Captains must have read and understand the B.A.S.S. High School Coaches 
Rules posted by BASS (can be found at Bassmaster.com/ high school - Coaches 
Rules) for High School and Junior Tournaments. PLEASE note the “net” rule 
exception below (Item d) 

b. If a Boat Captain wishes to “Coach” student anglers while on the water. Boat captains 

can coach during designating breaks/timeouts but will never touch or handle any 

fishing rod, lures, or line during competition hours. Including lunch break.  

c. Boat captains are NOT ALLOWED to assist with FFS (Forward Facing Sonar) 

during tournament hours. This includes but is not limited to interpretation of what is 

on the screen, pointing out fish or structure, adjusting settings etc. No discussions 
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are allowed about electronic sonar returns between angler(s) and boat captain 

regarding locating or catching a fish during tournament hours. The only exception is 

during the time-out or lunch periods when fishing must cease. 

d. HS 

(1) cannot net fish for student anglers. 

(1) Captains can net with a single or solo student angler ONLY. 

(2) may not have/handle a student anglers catch (ONLY culling assist), any 

fishing rod or lures during competition hours.  

(3) Can assist and/or teach with culling process.  

e. Jr  

(1) can operate trolling motor, net fish, and help (teach) cull.  

(2) Junior Level Boat Captain may assist with tying lures, measuring a catch, 

(3) clearing backlashes and may net fish (again, it is expected that you teach your 

student anglers as once they reach the next level, they must be able to do 

these actions themselves). 

f. Trolling Motor Operation: In the interest of Safety…High School/Junior Teams: 

A boat Captain may operate the trolling motor to “Make Safe” the student anglers 

and vessel or in an emergency.  

(1) JUNIOR Tournaments are “Teaching/Learning” tournaments…if student 

anglers are not familiar with operating a trolling motor TEACH THEM.  

(2) High School Teams which qualify to fish at the National Level “MUST” 

operate the trolling motor. 

**Remote controlled trolling motors: Using the remote or cell phone application to 

control the boat is the same as using the peddle control. 


